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Science Symposium
 2013-2014
Dear Parent or Guardian:


A science fair project is one of the most valuable learning experiences your child will ever have. It is so much more than scientific problem solving. These projects require critical thinking, research, time management, applied communication & Math skills. At the same time, the idea of a project like this can feel overwhelming to students & you as well.  We hope this letter will help you understand our expectations for the project & how we have set it up for student success.  We teach science as a process of inquiry about the world around us. It is not a collection of facts to be memorized & forgotten. Students will be expected to understand & use the process scientists use to investigate our world. This process will be reinforced for all students as they complete their Science Symposium project.


The final product is due in February, 2014. Points related to this project will be a part of second and third quarter grades. Here are some examples of how students will be given help so that they may be successful: 

· Students have already participated in several activities in class using the scientific problem solving process. 

· Students learned about the project last week & will have an opportunity during class to find a topic in the Learning Center or using online sources at school or home. 

· The project will be broken down into manageable pieces with weekly due dates.  Students will have a printed timeline of assignments with due dates listed. 
· We’ll post useful information for you at: http://pinesciencesymposium.weebly.com 
· Students can get feedback from the teacher or peers in class so it is VERY important to have each part of the project ready on the due date. 

· Some teachers may be available at lunch or after school on some days for extra help as well. 
· This year all projects will be presented using a digital format that will be checked through www.turnitin.com . This means presentation boards won’t be needed!


All students at Pine Middle School will prepare a project for the event.  6th & 7th grade students may choose either a scientific method project or an invention for their participation in this event while 8th graders have the additional choices of a service learning project or science career research project. All symposium options are designed to be equally challenging & will test the same set of skills. Invention & scientific method projects will be judged within their science class. Qualifying projects go on to the all-school event for additional judging and possibly the regional fair.  Remember, a good project does not need to have a big price tag. If cost is a concern please let your child’s teacher know; we can help. 

Students can work individually or with 1-2 partners who have the same science teacher. Ask your student to consider the difficulties of getting together outside of class to do this project before they choose to partner. Projects must be approved by the student’s science teacher & the Local Scientific Review Board before the work is begun.  We welcome your comments & questions; please contact your child’s science teacher directly. 
This is an opportunity for students to learn about something they have chosen & are interested in. We have encouraged them to approach the project with this attitude. We hope you support us in this journey.  

Thank you!
The Pine Science Department Faculty
*******************************************************************************************************************************************************
Students: please return this slip to your science teacher by 12/3/13; it is worth points! Keep the top half of this letter in a convenient spot for future reference. Parents/Guardian: By signing below you acknowledge you have read the Science Symposium letter. 
_____________________________________________

_____________________
___________
___________
Print student’s first and last name




Science Teacher



Science Period

_________________________________________________________________

__________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature








Date

