Name:___________________________________   Date:____________  Teacher:________________ Per:_______
2013-2014 Invention Project Schedule

	Engineering

Process Steps
	Assignment
	Target Week
	Date 

Finished

	Inventor’s

Notebook


	This is a critical piece of your project. A complete & detailed notebook can make the difference between a good invention & an award winning one. From the beginning, every idea you have related to your project must be documented with date, detailed sketches & supporting information. Use pen. Every entry should be witnessed in the journal by a second person with the date& time. Make the language clear to communicate your thinking. Include sketches or drawings.  All the following steps should be recorded in words and pictures in your notebook with regular entries. Use the notebook pages found at the website below.
	Ongoing from Start to 

Finish of 

This 

Project

REQUIRED!!
	

	Brainstorming

ideas
	Some of the best projects are modifications or improvements on existing objects. Have you noticed a problem, something that is poorly designed or would make your life easier if an invention were available to use? Brainstorm several ideas.
	11/18
	

	Define a need
	Choose a topic & narrow down the problem your invention will solve.  Who is your target audience for this invention?           
                                Parent Letter returned with signature
	12/2

	

	Background

Research

Of Patent
	Find out what has already been invented to solve this problem. Compare these ideas to your own solution. Write in detail how your idea is new & original (an invention) or an improvement on an existing invention (an innovation). Follow directions for a patent search and record all in the notebook. If the invention exists already you MUST start over with brainstorming. 
	12/6
	

	Establish Design Criteria

	Your attempt to make several detailed, designs that could be built as a prototype to solve the problem you have identified. You are essentially testing a hypothesis.  Revise your plan.
	12/13
	

	Build & Test 
A 

Prototype
	List the materials you need to build your invention. Make it complete with step by step instructions, measurements & drawings showing how you built your project and made any modifications. Redesign if needed.
	12/16
	

	Testing 
Results
	Show how you tested the effectiveness of your project. Include photos, graphs & observations of how it worked. 
	1/17
	

	Redesign and Retest
	Summarize the process you used to build, test & refine your invention. Explain what worked well, how you improved your invention or what future modifications would be added. 
	1/24
	

	Results 

Digital Display 
	Present your invention. Highlight the steps used to build it. Be organized & neat. Include: student entry form, prototype, journal
	1/31
	

	In Class Presentation
	Prepare a 3-5 minute presentation summarizing your invention & its use. All members present for a group project.All DUE Today!
	      2/10
	

	Finalists
	Qualifying digital projects will make a presentation board
	Feb 21
	


I have reviewed this schedule & understand my student’s responsibility to meet the due dates above.

You can find ALL OFFICIAL forms for inventors are at: http://www.nevadasciencefair.net/inventions/ Other useful information about this project is posted at: http://pinesciencesymposium.weebly.com   
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